
An authentic WWII Rail Car will be on site to view and experience from the inside.
REFLECT. FEEL. LEARN.

railcar open at 4pm

JOIN US JANUARY 11TH AT THE CHANDLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS

THEY RISKED THEIR LIVES
— Poles who saved Jews during the Holocaust

 

TITLE BOARD

Exhibition produced by the Polish History Museum in partnership
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 
and the Jan Karski Educational Foundation

www.jankarski.net

Jan Karski’s Mission for Humanity

THE WORLD KNEW

Jan Karski’s Exhibition 
Produced by the Polish History Museum 
in partnership with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Poland and the Jan 
Karski Educational Foundation

Brought to Phoenix for the First Time
An Extraordinary Exhibit created by the 
Polin Museum, Warsaw “They Risked 
Their Lives” the exhibit of “Poles Who 
Saved Jews”. The phenomenon of Polish 
rescuers, presented by stories, faces, 
and motivations, as well as the historical 
context, circumstances and the scale of 
the help given. Dramatic Theatrical Performance 

The Auschwitz Volunteer: Beyond Bravery
Captain Witold Pilecki, Auschwitz Prisoner No. 4859

Special Guests Award-Winning Actor, Marek Probosz 
with introduction and transitional narration by Aquila 

Polonica Publishing president Terry Tegnazian.

The Polish Underground’s daring undercover mission at 
Auschwitz was one of the best-kept secrets of World 
War II. Polish Army officer Witold Pilecki volunteered 
for this “mission impossible” to get himself arrested 

and sent to Auschwitz to smuggle out intelligence and 
build resistance among the prisoners.

The performance is organised in partnership with the Adam Mickiewicz 
Institute, acting under its flagship brand Culture.pl

$12 admission • Available at evjcc.org/polin

exhibits open at 4:15pm exhibits open at 4:15pm

TITLE BOARD

Exhibition produced by the Polish History Museum in partnership
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 
and the Jan Karski Educational Foundation

www.jankarski.net

Jan Karski’s Mission for Humanity

THE WORLD KNEW

BOARD NUMBER 2
POLISH MELTING POT ORIGINS
I am �irst of all a Pole. My viewpoint, my character and my personality were shaped in Poland1.  

The famous courier was born on April 24, 1914, the youngest of eight children in a family of 
modest means. He was christened Jan Kozielewski and would later adopt Karski, one of his many 
Underground pseudonyms. His birthplace, Łódź, was Poland’s largest industrial city. Catholic families 
like his were a minority; Jews accounted for a third the  population. Polish, Yiddish, German and 
Russian were spoken daily on its streets.  

Liberal and multi-ethnic Łódź profoundly shaped Karski’s world view. His family’s neighbors were 
Jews. His mother, Walentyna, frequently reminded him to be kind to their children. She sent him to 
Jesuit schools and instilled tolerance at an early age. His father, Stefan was         a leatherworker who died 
when Jan was six. An older brother, Marian became his father �igure. Later, as commander of the 
Warsaw police and an Underground leader, Marian would provide indispensable introductions and 
�inancial support to Karski.   

1 Jan Karski, in an interview during his visit to Łódź in 1999

Piotrkowska Street in Łódź. In the distance – New Market Square at the end of the 19th century. 
Photo: Bronisław Wilkoszewski, 1896; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

A factory whose owner, Izrael Poznański, was the major Jewish industrialist in Łódź. Photo: Bronisław 
Wilkoszewski,1896; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

A typical view of the industrial city of Łódź in the 1920s. Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

View of the industrial Łódź. A postcard from before 1918; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

                                                 
Piotrkowska Street in Łódź. A postcard from before 1918; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

Piotrkowska Street in Łódź at the end of the 19th century. Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

Fish seller, Łódź district of Bałuty, before 1918. Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

Children of the Old Town of Łódź. Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

During Karski’s times, Łódź was a multicultural and multireligious city. In the photo: a progressive 
synagogue and a palace belonging to Jakub Hertz, a Jewish businessman in textiles. Photo: Bronisław 
Wilkoszewski, 1896; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection

BOARD NUMBER 3
God, Honor and Fatherland – Pledge sworn by Karski and his forebears

PATRIOTIC FAMILY ROOTS

At the outset of the war, Piłsudski’s forces had mobilized as the Polish Legions and fought many 
battles with independence as their ultimate goal. Karski had an ardent Legionnaire in his own family – 
his older brother, Marian. With the advent of freedom and Pilsudski’s accession to power, a wave of 
patriotic fervor swept the country. It captivated Karski’s mother, Walentyna, who believed Pilsudski 
would give birth to a new, indestructible Poland. 

In 1795, Poland disappeared from the map of Europe and did not reappear until the end of 
World War I. For 123 years, the Poles pressed relentlessly to regain their freedom. Karski’s great-
grandfather fought with Napoleon in vain, hoping he would give the Poles their country back. A grand-
father fought in the Uprising of 1863 which the Russians brutally suppressed. When the Central 
Powers collapsed in 1918 at the end of World War I, Marshal Józef Piłsudski seized power and a new 
Poland was born. 

Kozielewski family. From the left: grandmother Aurelia, brother Marian, father Stefan, sister Laura, 
brother Cyprian and mother Walentyna. Łódź, 1918; Museum of the History of Łódź Collection. 
Courtesy of Jan Karski’s family

Mr. and Mrs. Kozielewski had eight children. In the picture: Cyprian, Laura and the eldest, Marian. He 
was a soldier of the Polish Legions during World War I and an activist of the Polish Military Organiza-
tion. During the Interbellum period, he was a police of�icer and, from 1934, a chief of the Warsaw State 
Police. He was the one who took care of his youngest brother’s education. 
Museum of the History of Łódź Collection. Courtesy of Jan Karski’s family

Marshal Józef Piłsudski1 

Painting of the Black Madonna of Częstochowa2

Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in Łódź, where Jan Karski (Kozielewski) was baptized. The 
State Male High School from which Karski graduated was just a few steps away. Museum of the History 
of Łódź Collection

1 Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Jozef_Pilsudski1.jpg
2 Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/30/Czestochowska.jpg
 

Doors open 5:30pm • Show begins 6pm


